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Deposit Account No. 04-1 105, under Order No. 55,587 (71004). A duplicate copy of 
this paper is enclosed. 




G^drgeW. Hfertneli, llr - 
FtegisfatibnflNo.: 42,639 
EDWAB0S & ANGELL, LLP 
P.O. Box 55874 
Boston, Massachusetts 02205 
(617) 439-4444 
Attorney for Applicant 




472371 



Application No. (if known): 09/781 ,642 Attorney Docket No.: 55,587 (71004) 

Certificate of Express Mailing Under 37 CFR 1.10 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
Express Mail, Airbill No. EV517915695US in an envelope addressed to: 



MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



on January 3, 2005 

Date 




Lakeisha Bryant 

Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



(617) 439-4444 

Registration Number, if applicable Telephone Number 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing, or this certificate must identify 
each submitted paper. 

Form PTO/SB/08 (1 page); 

Copy of IDS Citations ( 5 references); 

Copy of Japanese Office Action (3 pgs.), with copy of English Translation 
(3 pgs.) (totaling 6 pgs.). 



Under the Paperwork Reducti 




PTO/SB/08a/b (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF CO MMERCE 
persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1449A/B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many she ets as necess ary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


09/781, 642-Conf. #8394 


Filing Date 


February 12, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Takashi Sugitou, et al. 


Art Unit 


2624 


Examiner Name 


K. Y. Poon 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


55,587 (71004) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


2 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 3 


Country Ccrie 3 -Numbers-Kind Code 5 (if known) 




BB 


JP-09-1 85292 


07-15-1997 


MINOLTA CO. LTD. 








BC 


JP-1 0-004482 


01-06-1998 


TOSHIBA CORP. 








BD 


JP-10-097160 


04-14-1998 


TOSHIBA CORP. 




* 




BE 


JP-04-298785 


10-22-1992 


RICOH CO. LTD. 




* 




BF 


JP-05-1 34511 


05-28-1993 


RICOH CO. LTD. 




* 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document 
by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. * English translation of abstract only. 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author ( in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city 

and/or country where published. 


V 











•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





472376 



